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1With flu season ap-
proaching, UT and the 
Austin area are combatting 
the virus by providing flu 
shots to as many residents 
as possible.
University Health Ser-
vices held its first day 
of flu shot clinics Tues-
day at the Student Ser-
vices Building to provide 
the UT community with 
low-cost influenza vac-
cinations. Shots are $10 
without insurance, and 
the clinics are based on 
walk-ins only. Tuesday’s 
clinic was the first in a se-
ries that will end Oct. 18. 
Sherry Bell, senior pro-
gram coordinator for UHS, 
said the center has provided 
flu shot clinics for more 
than 20 years. Fall 2011, 
however, was the first time 
UHS accepted insurance at 
its flu shot clinics.
“When UHS reduces 
barriers to getting a flu shot 
by filing insurance or offer-
ing them at a very low cost 
and by holding them at 
convenient locations across 
campus, Longhorns will 
take advantage of the op-
portunity to get the shot,” 
Bell said.
Bell said UHS ordered 
10,000 doses, the same 
number they ordered 
last year.
“I think this says that we 
have a student body, faculty 
and staff who are highly 
motivated to stay healthy 
and perform at their best,” 
Bell said.
Students, faculty and 
staff can pay for flu shots 
The UT chapter of the 
Alpha Tau Omega frater-
nity canceled its “a border to 
cross” event Tuesday night 
following a negative student 
response to the Facebook in-
vitation created for it. 
The event, planned by the 
fraternity as a part of its “Al-
pha Tau Omega Presents Fi-
estau” party, was scheduled 
for Saturday afternoon. For 
the “a border to cross” event, 
the fraternity planned to 
build an obstacle in the mid-
dle of the party to represent 
the border between the U.S. 
and Mexico, Nick Davis, pe-
troleum engineering sopho-
more and co-organizer of the 
event’s Facebook page, said. 
“Party guests would then 
have to cross that obstacle 
to get from the ‘Texas side’ 
of the party to the ‘Mexico 
side,’” he said.
Before the event was can-
celed, Davis said plans for the 
event were not finalized, but 
the fraternity had a good idea 
of how it was going to look.
“We’re going to put a river 
through it and have like a 
border crossing, you know, 
like you walk over the river,” 
he said.
Davis said the “a border 
to cross” event was meant to 
help separate the two sides of 
the party and give partygoers 
a better experience.
“I mean, we’re going to 
have a Mexican side and a 
Texas side, with Mexican-
themed drinks and then 
Texas-themed drinks,” he 
said. “We’re going to have a 
Mexican flag hanging up and 
kind of have a little party on 
Although flu season only 
comes around in the fall, 
researchers on campus are 
continually working to learn 
more about the virus and 
how it spreads. 
Several UT professors focus 
their research on the influ-
enza virus, including studying 
the virus itself and tracking 
and forecasting new strains. 
Lauren Meyers, director of 
statistics and scientific com-
puting, works with the Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services to help predict pan-
demic flu outbreaks. After the 
2009 H1N1 pandemic, the 
department funded the Texas 
Pandemic Flu Toolkit, which 
Meyers’ research team created.
This month Meyers’ re-
search team began four new 
flu-related projects. The team 
is creating two new tools for 
the online toolkit: an interface 
public officials can use to run 
exercises for simulated pan-
demic outbreaks and a new 
surveillance system for early 
detection of seasonal flu.
“It’s only been a few 
months since the full toolkit 
became available online and 
we haven’t been through flu 
season yet, but we are fund-
ing additional research and 
development of new tools 
for the toolkit,” department 
spokesperson Chris Van 
Deusen said.
The toolkit allows mem-
bers to create their own simu-
lations and forecasts or look 
at archived data. The toolkit 
is free for the public to access.
“The toolkit was created 
to look at pandemic flu, 
which are new strains that 
can spread from person to 
person,” Meyers said. “We’re 
probably still going to see 
H1N1 this year, but it’s not 
going to be a pandemic. It’s 
going to be seasonal since it’s 
not a new strain.”
Meyers said there won’t be 
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Save a Life  
Workshop
From noon to 1 p.m., 
the UT Counseling and 
Mental Health Center will 
be hosting a workshop 
dedicated to Suicide 
Prevention Week. This 
workshop will help 
students deal with suicidal 
thoughts that have been 
posted online through 
social networking sites 
such as Facebook and 
Twitter. The event is free 
and open to everyone.
Study Photography 
in Prague
Love photography? Want 
to study abroad? An info 
session will be held today 
from 2-3 p.m. about the 
Maymester program 
to study documentary 
photography in Prague. The 
application deadline for 
Maymester is Nov. 1. The 
event is free and located 
in the Belo Center for New 
Media in room 3.204.
Coping and Healing
For every death by suicide, 
there are at least six kinds 
of survivors: family, friends, 
classmates, partners and 
university faculty and staff 
that are left behind. How 
do survivors adjust and 
move on? Explore these 
questions and more today 
from 6 - 7:30 p.m. in the 
Student Activity Center 
room 1.106. This event is 
free and open to everyone.
Today 
in history
In 1988
New York City’s 
Rockefeller Center 
was declared a 
national landmark. 
The Rockefeller 
Center officially 
opened in May 1933.
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UHS prevents influenza virus
UT professors focus 
research on flu virus
By Tiffany Hinman
By Christine Ayala
 — Lauren Meyers, Director of 
statistics and scientific computing
We’re probably  
still going to see 
H1N1 this year, but 
it’s not going to be  
a pandemic. It’s  
going to be  
seasonal since it’s 
not a new strain.”
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Jeff Hellmer, professor in jazz studies, music industry and jazz piano, reflects on the nuances that make jazz relevant to the 
public before performing a show with fellow professors at the Butler School of Music last Thursday. 
Check out this video online: bit.ly/dt_jazz
Shelby Tauber | Daily Texan Staff
A nurse prepares to administer a flu shot during the University Health Services’ first day of flu 
shot clinics held Tuesday at the Student Services Building.
The School of Undergrad-
uate Studies will invite UT 
freshmen to participate in 
the first in a series of surveys 
Wednesday meant to identify 
freshmen struggling with the 
transition from high school 
to college.
The surveys, called MAP-
Works, are part of a third-
party program to improve 
retention rates by identify-
ing at-risk students, said 
Patricia Micks, undergradu-
ate studies first-year experi-
ence coordinator. Once the 
program identifies at-risk 
students, Micks said it will 
notify the students’ advisors 
and support staff. The School 
of Undergraduate Studies, 
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UT’s Alpha Tau Omega fraternity canceled a themed “fiestau” 
party due to an online petition and negative feedback.
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